and Indian Airlines flight 440 was

descending to land at the New Del-
hi Airport. On board, passenger George
Larson was sitting in the back row vis-
iting with one of the flight attendants.
Without thinking much about it, George
unbuckled his seatbelt as the plane pre-
pared to touch down, while a violent
storm raged outside.

It was 10:30 p.m. on May 31, 1973,

Suddenly, George felt a great impact as
the rear of the plane slammed into the
ground, throwing him from his seat. The
plane then skidded across the tarmac,
breaking apart while people screamed

and sparks flashed.

George awoke lying amidst the wreck-
age. He tried to move but couldnt. His
legs simply wouldn’t respond to his brain’s
commands. He was stuck. Suddenly, an
explosion lit up the scene as jet fuel from
the broken aircraft caught fire.

George knew he had to act quickly or
perish, so with all his strength, he pushed
the debris off him and rolled onto the
ground, then he began crawling away
from the flames and wreckage, eventually

reaching a place of safety.

Of the sixty-five passengers and crew
on board, George was one of seventeen
who survived.

It is said that in a major crisis or disas-
ter, there is a 10-80-10 rule: 10% of the
people panic, 80% freeze and do nothing
(like a deer in the headlights), and 10%
take action. George took action, and his
life was saved.*

Is there a spiritual lesson to learn from
this story? Should God’s people be pre-
pared to take action during earth’s final
crisis? If so, what should that action be,
and how can we have such a walk with
God that we do not freeze or panic when
the crisis comes?

The Bible tells us in Proverbs 27:12:

A prudent man foreseeth the evil,
and hideth himself.”

Here the Bible commends the God-giv-
en common sense to look ahead and see
what’s coming and plan accordingly. In
our story, George knew that if he didnt
act quickly, he would perish.

Unfortunately, many are not spiritually
prudent, and when the storm bursts, they
will woefully cry out, “What shall I do?”
They will panic or freeze instead of doing
the right thing.

In this document, we will look at
some simple, concise answers about a
soon-coming prophetic event that will
bring a storm of life-threatening trouble
and persecution to our world. It includes
the Bible’s last warning sign that fore-
shadows coming destruction. That sign is
identified in Scriptures as “the abomina-
tion of desolation” (see Matthew 24:15),
which is synonymous with the setting up
and initial enforcement of the mark of
the beast (see Revelation 13:16-17; 14:9-
12). 'This study considers both the spiri-
tual preparation needed and the practical
action necessary for God’s people when
that fateful time arrives.

For the past 150 years, perhaps
no prophetic sign has been pondered
more than Jesus Christ’s return, and no
coming indicator has been focused upon
more than the mark of the beast. God’s
people have known since the middle of
the nineteenth century, in general terms,

that a law enforcing the mark of

the beast would eventually come.

Yet, as this event draws ever clos-

er, little is being said regarding

what to do when it arrives! This study

was written specifically for those who

are aware of the prophetic significance

of a national Sunday law (the mark of

the beast) being enforced in the United
States.



"When the leading churches o
the United States, uniting upon such
points of doctrine as are held by
them in common, shall influence

he state to enforce their decrees|

and to sustain their institutions,

hen Protestant America will

have formed an image of the Roman

hierarchy, and the infliction of civil

penalties upon dissenters will inev-
itably result.”

“It has been shown that the Unit
ed States is the power represented
by the beast with lamblike horns,
and that this prophecy will be ful-
filled when the United States shall
enforce Sunday observance, which
Rome claims as the special acknowl-
edgment of her supremacy.”







In addition, it will be said that requir-
ing this national day of rest will improve
the environmental health of the planet,
reduce pollution, and save energy.

Many will be convinced by these ar-
guments, even though Sunday is not the
day of rest commanded in the Word of
God. Eventually, all will be compelled to
rest on a substitute day, enforced by law
and based on man’s traditions and papal
power.

The significance of the passing of a na-
tional Sunday law in the United States is
that this will be “the warning shot” to the
entire world that the time of the mark of
the beast has begun.

Prophecy tells us that at the time of this
legislation, the world will be descending
into a time of confusion and chaos when
good is referred to as bad, and bad as
good. At the same time, an overwhelm-
ing sense of one’s final standing before
God will come upon His people as they
realize that the Final Times have arrived.

In this crisis, where will they turn?
Proverbs 18:10 says:

“The name of the LORD is a strong
tower: the righteous runneth into it,
and is safe.”

This is the answer for God’s people at
the start of the time of trouble. Notice
here that it is the name of the Lord that is
the strong tower. The word “name” in the
Hebrew means position or character. It is
that mark of absolute identity. To know
the name of the Lord is to understand
who God is, having a revelation of His
character. It’s to know Him in a relational
way, so that when danger is near, we in-
stinctively turn to Him, as children turn

to their loving (earthly) father.

This is where the righteous, in that
evil time, will find safety. So, with that
introduction, let us look at the ten most
important things to know when the na-
tional Sunday law arrives, bringing the
enforcement of the mark of the beast.

CONNECTION WITH JESUS CHRIST

After the passing of federal Sunday law
legislation in the United States, the world
will have entered into the early time of
trouble. During this perilous time, the
judgment of the living and/or sealing will
be going on in Heaven, as brought out in
Ezekiel chapter 9 and Revelation 7. Hu-
man probation is soon to close as God’s
people are being sealed unto salvation,
while the wicked are receiving the beast’s
mark.

Revelation 3:5 tells us:

“He that overcometh, the same
shall be clothed in white raiment;
and I will not blot out his name out
of the book of life, but I will confess

his name before my Father, and

before his angels.”

Many who profess to be God’s people,
yet who choose to wait until the last min-
ute to get ready, will suddenly find them-
selves unprepared for the test, and lost.
This is not some arbitrary decision by
God to keep them out, but when the cri-
sis comes, their lack of faith simply can-
not grasp the promises of God and hold
on. In short, they do not have a living
connection with Christ, one that reflects
a developed trust.

Thus, “one thing is needful,”
which is to know Jesus now. Whether
you are reading this before the crisis hits,
or during the crisis, you must realize that
a living connection with our Savior is our

only hope, and you must learn to exercise
faith in Him.

To clarify, probation does not close at
the initial passing of the Sunday law, not
even for those in the church who aren’t
completely prepared. Though judgment
does start with the House of God, mean-
ing that God’s people will be judged or

sealed first, we are also told that the Sab-
bath will be “the great test” for God’s peo-
ple too. When the mark is first enforced,
some backsliders will return to the fold.

Yet, those who have waited until the
last minute can only be saved with much
soul searching, earnest agonizing prayer,
and deep repentance for their foolishness.
In the end, they will be truly sorry they
waited so long to get ready.

The servant of the Lord tells us in Christ
in His Sanctuary 188.1:

“Solemn are the scenes connected
with the closing work of the atone-
ment. . . . In the awful presence of God
our lives are to come up in review. At

his time above all others it behooves|

every soul to heed the Savior's admoni-

ion: ‘Watch and pray: for ye know nofj
hen the time is.” (Mark 13:33).”




So, if we find we don’t have that living
connection, how do we get it?

We must make a committed decision
for Christ to be Lord of our life. In es-
sence, we must give ourselves to Him as
He gave Himself for us.

What is a committed decision? Picture
a wedding in which a young man and a
young woman are about to be married.
What does marriage mean?

It is a mutual commitment to be loyal
and true to each other with all former ro-
mantic relationships left behind. A com-
mitted decision means one doesn’t bring
a former lover to live with them and their
new spouse.

Yet, how many say to Jesus, “I love you
with all my heart and commit to a new
life with you, but do you mind if I bring
some from my past to live with us?” We
cannot have it both ways. Christ is calling
for a committed decision today.

Jesus said in Luke 14:33:

“So likewise, whosoever he be of
you that forsaketh not all that he
hath, he cannot be my disciple.”

Now, there is a vast difference between
anxiety/panic over the desire for life, and
the soul’s innermost need of a lasting
change, which is being transformed into
the image of Christ. Those who wholly
desire to follow Christ will wish to be like
Him, regardless of their circumstances or

the surrounding crisis.

However, others only focus upon the
saving of their human lives, as if they
could carry their sinful state of mind
into the Heavenly kingdom. They panic
because they do not know what to “do.”
Their focus is an external one and not a
sincere desire for a change of heart and

life.

Thus, it is important to recognize our
need for the transforming grace of Christ
over a desire to continue our sinful ex-
istence and perpetuate a heart of selfish
indulgence into eternity. As we recognize
this, we pray and seek God with all our
hearts, asking Him to make this change
in us.

Jeremiah 29:13 says:

“And ye shall seek me,
and find me, when ye shall search
Jfor me with all your heart.”

As we seek Him, we must exercise faith
and trust what He says.

The Bible says:

“The just shall live by faith.”
—Hebrews 10:38

Thus, we step forward and take God
at His Word, believing that what He
says about forgiveness, transformation,
and power applies to us personally, and
refusing to let go of Him, regardless of
circumstances. This is the committed de-
cision of true faith.

#2. PRAY THAT THE LORD WILL HOLD
THE FOUR WINDS OF STRIFE UNTIL THE
THIRD ANGEL COMPLETES HIS WORK.

Speaking of this time, we find the fol-
lowing quote in Home Missionary, August
1, 1889:

“The prophet saw ‘four angels stand-
ing on the four corners of the earth,
holding the four winds of the earth,
hat the wind should not blow on the

earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.’
Another angel ascending from the
east, cried to them, saying, 'Hurt not
he earth, neither the sea, nor the trees,
ill we have sealed the servants of ou

God in their foreheads.” This points out
he work we now have to do, which is
o cry to God for the angels to hold the

our winds until missionaries shall be

sent to all parts of the world, and shall

have proclaimed the warning against
disobeying the law of Jehovah.”

As God’s people see trouble coming
and many are unprepared and unwarned,

they plead for an extension of time to fin-
ish His work.

A story in the Bible illustrates the need
to hold back time so the work of God
can be completed. We find it recorded
when Joshua was fighting the Lord’s bat-
tle inside the Promised Land. Often, Old
Testament physical battles represent end-
time spiritual battles. In Joshua chapter
10, we find this intense battle going on,
and God fighting for His people.

During the battle, they see that if night
comes, much of the work of God will be
cut short and left unfinished, so by faith
Joshua cries out to the Lord in Joshua
10:12-13:

“Then spake Joshua to the LORD
. . . in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand
thou still upon Gibeon; and thou,
Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. And
the sun stood still, and the moon
stayed, until the people had avenged

themselves upon their enemies.”

Notice how Joshua asked the Lord for
more time, and how God answered. By
faith, Joshua commands the sun to stand
still, for time to essentially be extended
when it otherwise wouldn’t be, so that the

work of God can be finished.

Like Joshua, the people of God during
the time of the Sunday law crisis realize
the end has come, and many are un-
reached and unprepared, so to finish their
task, they plead with God to hold back
the winds of strife until the third angel’s
message is fully proclaimed. Christ Him-
self sends angels to Hold, Hold, Hold,
Hold, until the servants of God are sealed
in their foreheads, meaning until all have
made their eternal decision and are pre-
pared for what is coming.



#3. IFYOU LIVE IN LARGE U.S. CITIES,
FOLLOW CHRIST'S INSTRUCTIONS:
LEAVE IMMEDIATELY. DON'T WAIT.

“Jesus declared to the listening dis
ciples the judgments that were to fall
upon apostate Israel, and especially

he retributive vengeance that would
come upon them for their rejection
and crucifixion of the Messiah. Unmis-
akable signs would precede the awful
climax. The dreaded hour would come
suddenly and swiftly. And the Saviou

arned his followers: ‘When ye there-
ore shall see the abomination of deso-
lation, spoken of by Daniel the proph-
et, stand in the holy place (whoso
readeth let him understand), then let]
hem which be in Judea flee into the

mountains.’” [Matthew 24:15-16]

"When the idolatrous standards o
he Romans should be set up in the

holy ground, which extended some
urlongs outside the city walls, then the
ollowers of Christ were to find safety]
in flight. When the warning sign should
be seen, judgment was to follow so
quickly that those who would escape
must make no delay. He who chanced
o be upon the housetop must not go
down through his house into the street;
but he must speed his way from roof to
roof until he reach the city wall, and be
saved ‘so as by fire.” Those who were

orking in the fields or vineyards
must not take time to return for the
outer garment laid aside while the
should be toiling in the heat of the
day. They must not hesitate a
moment, lest they be involved in

he general destruction.”




"The time is not fa

distant,

when,

G

he early disciples, we shall be forced
o seek a refuge in desolate and soli-
ary places. As the siege of Jerusalem
by the Roman armies was the signal
or flight to the Judean Christians, so
he assumption of power on the part o

our nation in the decree enforcing the
papal sabbath will be a warning to us.
It will then be time to leave the large
cities, preparatory to leaving the small
er ones for retired homes in secluded
places among the mountains.”




“Men in responsible positions
will not only ignore and despise
the Sabbath themselves, but
from the sacred desk will urge
upon the people the observance

of the first day of the week . . .

They will point to calamities on
land and sea—to the storms o
wind, the floods, the earthquakes,
the destruction by fire—as judg-
ments indicating God's displeasure

because Sunday is not sacredly ob-
served.

These calamities will increase more
and more, one disaster will follow]
close upon the heels of another; and

hose who make void the law of God

ill point to the few who are keeping

he Sabbath of the fourth command-

ment as the ones who are bringing

rath upon the world.” —The South
ern Watchman, June 28, 1904

#5. TAKE YOUR BIBLES AND OTHER
LITERATURE, AND GO VISIT THOSE
CLOSEST TO YOU, WARNING THEM
WHAT IS COMING.

“Said |, | have got that all mapped
out in my mind what | will do, and what
| will advise you to do. Make Sunday
a missionary day. Go right out from
house to house and carry the publica-
tions . . . that will teach them how to

obtain eternal life.”

“To defy the Sunday laws will but
strengthen in their persecution the re-
ligious zealots who are seeking to en-
force them. Give them no occasion to

call you lawbreakers. . . . One does not
receive the mark of the beast because
he shows that he realizes the wisdom
of keeping the peace by refraining
from work that gives offense.”
Last Day Events 140

“Now | want to say that night afte
night there is presented before me
hat all at once affliction and sorrow
and distress will be brought upon ou

people.

They [Satan and his angels] . . . are
preparing for it. Then what are we to

do? We are to do the very best we can
to enlighten the world while we
can do it.”

#6. BE PREPARED FOR HARDSHIP,
PERSECUTION, AND IMPRISONMENT.

“Many will be imprisoned, many

il flee for their lives from cities and

owns, and many will be martyrs fo

Christ’s sake in standing in defense o

he truth.”—Selected Messages 3:397,
1889, and Last Day Events 150.1




#7. REALIZE THAT THE LATTER RAIN . - ”
IS NEEDED AND BE PRAYING FOR IT.

" At this time, while there is so much
war and famine and pestilence, while
there are calamities by land and by
sea, the truth is to be made known.”
Letter 18, 1900

“In the time of confusion and trou-
ble such as never was since there was a

“The time is soon coming when nation, the uplifted Saviour will be pre-

God's people, because of persecution,
will be scattered in many countries.

sented to the people in all lands and in
all places, that all who look may live.”
Letter 23b, 1894.7

Those who have received an all-round
education will have the advantage
where they are.”

Manuscript Releases 5:280, 1908

#8. BE PREPARED TO BE A MEDICAL
MISSIONARY.

“I wish to tell you that
soon there will be

no work done in
ministerial  lines




wounded man replied, “I'm so thirsty,
I would rather have a drink of water.”
The chaplain hurried off, and as quick-
ly as possible, brought the water. After
the man had drunk the water, he said,
“Could you lift my head, and put some-
thing under it?” The chaplain removed
his light overcoat, rolled it up, and ten-
derly lifted the soldier’s head, putting the
coat under it as a pillow. “Now,” said the
man, “if I only had something over me.
I’'m so cold.” There was only one thing
the chaplain could do, and that was to
take his coat off and cover the man. As he
did so, the wounded man looked up and
said, “If there is anything in that Book
that makes a man do what you have done
for me, let me hear it.”

This is the spirit of true medical mis-
sionary work.

#9. PRAY FOR WISDOM TO DISPOSE
QUICKLY OF WHAT YOU DON'T NEED.
Unfortunately, the Bible tells us the

end will come suddenly upon those who

have hoarded their treasures rather than
sacrificing for the cause of God.

“Houses and lands will be of no use|

o the saints in the time of trouble, fo

hey will then have to flee before in-
uriated mobs, and at that time thei

possessions cannot be disposed of to
advance the cause of present truth.

| was shown that it is the will of God
hat the saints should cut loose from
every encumbrance before the time
of trouble comes, and make a cov-
enant with God through sacrifice. If
hey have their property on the altar,
and earnestly inquire of God for duty,
He will teach them when to dispose o
hese things. Then they will be free in
he time of trouble, and have no clogs|
o weigh them down.” —Counsels on

Stewardship 59.4

Unfortunately, some will not ask of the
Lord, and when the time comes, they will
lose everything that could have been used
for God. Listen to this:

“Hoarded wealth will soon be worth-
less. When the decree shall go forth
hat none shall buy or sell except the
have the mark of the beast, very much

means will be of no avail. God calls fo

us now to do all in our power to send

orth the warning to the world.” —The

Review and Herald, March 21, 1878,
and Last Day Events 148.2

Thus, we see the need to pray for God’s
guidance to wisely and quickly dispose
of what we do not need. Many

will wait until the Sunday

law and lose much

when they have to
flee.

However,
any time pri-
or to the restrictions
on buying and selling, your cash or other
assets should be used up quickly as God
directs.

One area in which funds rapidly can be

used is that of publishing. Consider this
quote:

“As long as probation continues,
here will be opportunity for the can-
asser to work. When the religious de-
nominations unite with the papacy to

oppress God's people, places where
here is religious freedom will be
opened by evangelistic canvassing. [f

in one place the persecution becomes|
severe, let the workers do as Christ has
directed. "When they persecute you in
his city, flee ye into another.” If perse-
cution comes there, go to still anothe
place. God will lead His people, mak-
ing them a blessing in many places.”
Testimonies for the Church 6:478

We are told that canvassing work
will also continue until probation clos-
es. Thus, purchasing books containing
Heaven-sent truth is but one example of
an excellent way to use your money at the
end of time.

#10. REALIZE THAT A GREAT SHAKING,
ALONG WITH SPIRITUAL DARKNESS
AND CONFUSION, WILL SOON
SURROUND GOD’S PEOPLE; THEREFORE,

PRAY FOR YOUR BROTHERS AND
SISTERS AND FOR A FAITH TO
WITHSTAND THE TRIAL.

Between the time of the passing of the
Sunday law and the Latter Rain, God’s
church will experience a terrible shaking.
As the prophecy of Joel points out, the
people of God will be sighing and crying
during this time.

We find it recorded in Joel chapter 2

and verse 17:

“Let them say, Spare thy people, O
LORD, and give not thine heritage

to reproach.”

Here we find God’s people at the end
characterized as those who are earnestly
interceding for their brothers and sisters
in the faith.

So often, we in the church lament
the sins of others, but how often are we
praying for those people? Not simply a
ten-second prayer filled with generalities,
but a deep, earnest, agonizing prayer for
their souls’ salvation? How often do we
pray for others as we do for our own chil-
dren?



In addition to praying for others, like
Christ, we will also have to wrestle for
our own tempted and tried souls.

In Gethsemane, Jesus was surrounded
by the darkness that Satan threw around
Him, trying to convince Him to give up.
“It's hopeless,” we can hear the devil say
to Christ. “If you go through with this,
you will never come out of the tomb.” In
the same way, he will bring a similar at-
tack upon God’s people in the final crisis.
We are told in the book Counsels for the
Church:

“He endeavors to affright the soul
with the thought that their case is
hopeless, that the stain of their defile-
ment will never be washed away. He

hopes to so destroy their faith that they
will yield to his temptations, turn from
. .. God, and receive the mark of the
beast.” —Counsels for the Church 352

One of the strongest temptations to
come upon man in the end is the tempta-
tion to give up because he just can’t make
it. As we look at ourselves, it is true—in
our strength, we cannot make it. We are
destitute of any righteousness. But when
we look away from ourselves and only at
Christ—there is hope.**

Psalm 4:5 says:
“Offer the sacrifices of

righteousness, and put your

trust in the LORD.”

During the early time of trouble, the
shaking of the church, and the Latter

Rain, God’s people will be offer-
ing to Him sacrifices of righ-

teousness. This means they will be
brought face to face with their own sinful
hearts, and then willingly choose to turn
away from self, whatever the consequenc-
es, or what it requires them to give up.
They thus allow Christ to burn the dross
from them, as silver and gold are refined.

The righteous are then brought to ful-
ly understand what it means to trust in
Jesus.

The servant of the Lord wrote:

“The angel said, Some tried too hard
o believe; faith is so simple ye look

above it. Satan has deceived some
and got them to looking at their own
unworthiness. | saw they must loo
away from self to the worthiness of Je-

sus and throw themselves just as the
are, needy and dependent and unwor-
thy, upon His mercy and draw by faith,
strength and nourishment from Him."”
Manuscript 5, 1850.9

Isn’t this the story of our lives, too? We
make faith too hard by constantly look-
ing at ourselves. It is by looking away,
and by believing and trusting in Jesus,
even in impossible situations, that victo-
ry will come.

What about those among God’s people
who suddenly find themselves unpre-
pared during the final crisis?> Many will
be in this condition. Yet they can still
find hope, just like the thief on the cross
found hope when he realized he was un-

prepared to die.

Those at the end can still claim this
promise:

“Let him take hold of my strength,
that he may make peace with me;
and he shall make peace with
me.”—Isaiah 27:5

God is in the
business of
saving peo-
ple,  even
if they ar-
ent fully pre-
pared. His de-
sire is that all
would come
to repentance
and faith. Yet,
we know from
prophecy  that

most will refuse.

While the door
of salvation is
still open prior to
the final sealing
of God’s people,
those in the end
can still find
Christ, when
they seek Him
with all their

heart and willingly choose to trust in His
promises. They take Christ at His Word,
that forgiveness includes even them, and
they grasp hold of His hand by faith. This
is the faith that saves!

Do you want that type of faith today?

During the time of Americas Civil
Wiar, it was sixteen days after the battle
for Gettysburg. A father was called to the
bedside of his son, a young colonel, who
had been seriously wounded. After seeing
his son, he went aside privately and asked
the doctor, “Is there any hope?” The doc-
tor shook his head, “No, the gangrene set
in after the amputation and there is no
way to stop it. An artery could go any-
time. At the most, your son may live four
days.”

The father returned to the side of the
son, who did not know his true condi-
tion. The son said, “Tell me, Father, have
you spoken to the doctor? What did he
say?” 'The father remained silent with
grief on his face.

“Please tell me, Father.” Sadly, the fa-
ther shared with his son that nothing
more could be done and that he would
die. In fear, the boy cried out, “But I
am not prepared to die, I am not ready.
Please, Father, tell me how I can be ready.
Tell me in such a way that I can get ahold
of it. I know you have told others, now
tell me too!”

There was silence. Then the father said,
“Son, I see you are afraid to die.”

“Yes I am,” moaned his son.

“Do you feel guilty?” asked the father.
“Yes,” said the son, “T have lived a wicked
life. You know how it is in the army.”

“Do you want to be forgiven?” asked
Do y t to be forgiven?
the father. “Yes, that is what I want. Can
1 be, Father?”

“Certainly!” said his dad.
“Can I know before I die?”
“Certainly,” said the father again.

“Please tell me, tell me so I can get

ahold of it.”



Then the father said, “Son, do you re-
member the time when you were young-
er and you came home from school, and
I got upset with you for something you
did? Do you remember how angry you
were and how you insulted me with terri-

bly harsh language?”

“I do,” said the son. “I was remember-

ing that the other day, and again I felt so
bad about it.”

“Do you remember,” said the father,
“how after your anger subsided that you
came to me and put your arms around
my neck and said, ‘My dear father, I am
so sorry for what I said to you. It was not
your loving son that did it. I was very an-
gry, won't you forgive me?””

“Do you remember what [ said as you
wept on my neck?” asked the father. “I
said, ‘I forgive you with all my heart.””

“Did you believe me?” asked the father.

“I certainly did!” said the son. “I re-
member how good it felt to be forgiven,
and I loved you the more ever since.”

“It is the same way with Jesus. Tell Him
you are terribly sorry for your life of sin
and wickedness, and He will say to you,
I forgive you with all My heart.” Then
believe that He does it, and it will be so.”

“Really,” said the son, “is it that simple?
I can get ahold of that. I will do it!” And
he did.

Later, we find the emotions of the fa-
ther gave way, and he is weeping uncon-
trollably at the bedside of his son, but the
son, with joy on his face, says, “Father,
do not weep. I have made my peace with
God and now I am happy. Even if I die, I
am not afraid.”

“Say, Father, I feel so happy that I feel
like I will get well! In fact, I think I am
going to get well.” And from that mo-
ment on, his condition improved.

When the doctor came in again, he
said, “My! You are looking better, Colo-
nel!” “I am better,” said the young man.
“My father told me how to be a Chris-
tian, and I got ahold of it. I am going to
get well now. Say, Doctor, you should be
a Christian too; my father can tell you
how.”

The next morning, two of the other
doctors came in to dress the wound. After
undoing the bandage, they exclaimed in
amazement, “The gangrene has been ar-
rested! Your prayers have been answered,
the colonel will live!” And the young man
did live to go home, raise a family, and be
a witness for his Redeemer!*

So, in the coming crisis, God’s people
must connect with God by the hand of
faith. In so doing, they will also live.

The Bible says that perfect love casts
out fear. When we behold Jesus and real-
ize His love for us, it motivates us to truly
love Him in return. Then we will desire
His purity, His selflessness, and His char-
acter. And as we do, we find that all fear
is cast out of our lives, and we are made
like Him. Then, like that young colonel,
we will be changed as well.

Being prepared for the end comes
through being transformed into the im-
age of Jesus. It means having a living con-
nection with Him and hearing His voice.
It means renouncing the world and all
that is in it and seeking after Christ for
the complete change of heart that He
alone can bring.

The good news is that it’s still not too
late. Today, Jesus is offering you that
change of heart. All you must do is ask
Him. Would you like to do that now?

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your
goodness and love to us undeserving sinners.
We confess our need of Your transforming
power. We acknowledge a terrible crisis is
soon to come upon the world, and we are
not ready. It is only You,

* Adapted from various online sources including a story from Zaria Gorvet, BBC Future, July 11, 2017,
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20170711-what-not-to-do-in-a-disaster

**For more information about the ways Satan will attack God'’s people in the coming crisis,
watch our White Horse Media video called “The 3 Great Attacks Coming Upon God'’s People.”

Father, who can make us ready.

Please make the change in us that we can-
not make for ourselves, so that only Christ
will be seen in our lives. Help us to give up
all, so You can fill us with Your mighty Holy
Spirit, that the world may see Your power
and behold Your image in the lives of Your

people.

Thank You for Your promises that assure
us of victory and the work You will complete
in us, even as You said, Father, in Psalm
138:8:

“The LORD will perfect that which con-
cerneth me: thy mercy, O LORD, endureth
for ever: forsake not the works of thine own

hands.”

For all this we ask in the infinitely praise-
worthy name of Jesus, Amen.




